


DkIT has participated in the Erasmus programme for 25 years.  Since then the School  
   has encouraged and supported students to study or do work-placement in one of   
  our partner universities elsewhere in the EU. In that time many of our 

students have experienced the life-altering phenomenon that is study overseas. 
Staff are also involved in this exchange. Thanks to the funding and support 
received under the framework of the Erasmus Programme, many of our staff 

collaborate with partner universities for teaching, research 
and professional development.and professional development.

Participating students and staff are ensured high levels of support during their 
time spent abroad. The Dundalk Institute of Technology was awarded the 

Erasmus University Charter for the years 2014 -2020, which guarantees high 
standards in organisation of student and staff mobility.  The International 
Office works hand in hand with the School of Business and Humanities to 

make the study abroad experience as easy and rewarding as possible.

Why should you study in one of our 
partner universities?

• Deepen and widen your knowledge of your chosen   
 discipline.
• Add an invaluable Erasmus focus to your studies. 
• Greatly enhance your employability and earning   
 power after graduation. 
•• Contribute to your personal growth and 
 development. 
• Provide you with opportunities to meet new    
 people, see and do things abroad, which you would 
 not get to experience at home. 
• Increase your fluency in your chosen language.
• Enhance your appreciation of different cultures.
•• Become interculturally competent.

Who participates in the International 
Exchange Programme?

Students from almost all programmes at the Institute can go on 
Erasmus study* or traineeship** abroad for a minimum of 8** 
weeks, to a maximum of one* academic year. 

International Exchange Programme at DkIT

What is the International Exchange Programme (IEP)?



Our students have benefited enormously from their time 
abroad. Here’s what some of DkIT Erasmus graduates said:

GERMANY
Dylan Sheridan – Business and Management Year 2 – Semester in HTW Berlin 
(September 2016) 
"Choosing HTW Berlin as my Erasmus study-abroad destination was the best "Choosing HTW Berlin as my Erasmus study-abroad destination was the best 
choice I have made! Berlin has something for everyone. If you like culture, look no 
further! If you want to explore the past and the shaping of the city, there are so 
many places to see;  parts of the Berlin wall and many museums dedicated to the 
complex history of this famous city.”
 “If you're want to enjoy vibrant student life, this is the place for you, with cheap  “If you're want to enjoy vibrant student life, this is the place for you, with cheap 
prices for food and drink and infamous techno and funk clubs. Choose Berlin and 
you won’t regret it!"

FRANCE
Padraig McGrane – Business with French student - Year-abroad at the IUT Le 
Havre (Academic year 2016/2017)
“My study-abroad year in France was full of challenges, but it was a year when I “My study-abroad year in France was full of challenges, but it was a year when I 
grew up and improved my French, while making friends from all corners of the 
globe, including Madagascar Columbia and Algeria.”

PORTUGAL
Rebecca Taiwo - Semester abroad at Instituto Politecnico Setubal, Portugal 
(September 2016)
“Erasmus has opened doors of opportunities for me. I have become more 
employable, I have broadened my mind and outlook of life. Since I came back employable, I have broadened my mind and outlook of life. Since I came back 
home all I want to do is travel and to see new places and this is something I never 
bothered to consider doing before my time away.”
‘Erasmus was the best experience I have had so far in my life. I will remember the 
time I spent in Portugal, the people that made it worthwhile and the places I 
travelled to on this journey. I have no regrets! I just wish I could start again.’  

SPAIN
Nerijus Vasiliauskas (Year abroad at the 
Universidad Europea de Madrid, Spain)
“I would definitely recommend to anybody to not “I would definitely recommend to anybody to not 
miss this once in a lifetime experience! Students 
who study abroad can acquire a unique set of 
skills that distinguish them as future leaders”
“Study abroad increased my self-confidence. My 
Erasmus experience in Spain gave me the tools to 
view the world and its issues from several 
perspectives.” perspectives.” 
“The friends that I made in Spain from all 
cultures will probably remain with me for life.”
“My Erasmus experience really helped me to “My Erasmus experience really helped me to 
develop academically and personally. I have 
grown up a lot, and I feel my time in Spain has 
been well worth it. I would highly recommend 
participation in an Erasmus study abroad 
programme!”

Which Partner College?
Students studying French, or Spanish usually study at one of the French, or Spanish partner institutions. Students not taking a foreign 
language as part of their studies at DkIT, will be located in one of our partner colleges which delivers its courses through English. 

We will, of course listen carefully to your particular wishes, and will locate you in the most appropriate partner university. We cannot 
guarantee however to send you to the institution of your first choice, and the partner college adjudicates on applications.

Application Process

Fill in an Expression of Interest form and send it to the International Office (Erasmus@dkit.ie) with 3 partner college preferences. Formal 
application must be made by you by May 01st for study abroad in September, or by 01st November for study abroad in semester two. Note 
some partner colleges have exceptional deadlines. Enquire to DkIT International Office early to check application deadlines.

Information sessions will be given by the International Office to class-groups during the year.
You are required to attend at our Pre-Departure Intercultural Preparation Workshop in May. This will help you with practical issues 
associated with adapting to a new country and culture.associated with adapting to a new country and culture.

If you are registered on the B.A in Digital Marketing, Communication and Public Relations and wish to go abroad for semester 6 of the 
programme, you may apply to go abroad having achieved 55 ECTS in Stage 2, and with status Approved to Progress (AP).

If you wish to go abroad for year-long study, or for the first semester of a programme, you must have successfully completed Stage 2 of that 
programme in the first examinations sitting in May, in order to be eligible. 

Students who are doing repeat examinations in August will not be eligible to go on study abroad in the first semester.

Your Head of Department must nominate you for study abroad. Your nomination is communicated by DkIT International Office to the Your Head of Department must nominate you for study abroad. Your nomination is communicated by DkIT International Office to the 
partner institution.

Registration at DkIT is mandatory prior to going on study abroad. 

The International Office will provide you with application documentation relevant to the partner college and will assist you with a Checklist 
of what to complete. 

The application process can vary between partner universities.  
Application forms must be typed. 



Accommodation 

Your host college will assist you with your accommodation search.  Some of our partner universities have access to halls of 
residence and the staff at their International Offices will try to place you in a room in one of these halls.  However, you are not 
guaranteed an accommodation and ultimately it is your responsibility to reserve accommodation, whether in halls, or in a private 
accommodation.

Private accommodations may be less convenient and somewhat more expensive than accommodation in student halls of residence, Private accommodations may be less convenient and somewhat more expensive than accommodation in student halls of residence, 
but in some locations this may be the only option available.

Almost all students will have to pay a deposit for accommodation before or on arrival. This money will be returned to you at the end 
of your stay, provided you leave the accommodation in exactly the same condition as you found it.  Regulations are strict in this 
respect and even minor damages (e.g to paintwork, etc.) may have to be paid for.

Students studying in France may be able to claim a rebate on any rent paid through the CAF scheme, further to opening a bank Students studying in France may be able to claim a rebate on any rent paid through the CAF scheme, further to opening a bank 
account in France. Your host university will assist you with information on CAF.

Hall of Residence accommodation will usually be basic.  You will have to provide your own bedding and usually your own 
crockery, cutlery, and kitchen utensils.  

We recommend that you do not purchase any kitchen equipment, or clothes in advance, as you will not really know what you need 
until you arrive. Once there you can purchase additional clothes for the climate, often at lower prices than here at home.

There will, indeed, be many cultural differences between Ireland and your host country.  Remember that you are a guest and respect There will, indeed, be many cultural differences between Ireland and your host country.  Remember that you are a guest and respect 
the customs and values of your hosts.  
Do not disturb your neighbours. People live close to their neighbours abroad. This has many implications, the more obvious of 
which is in relation to noise levels. Laws in Germany are quite strict about this.  

There may also be regulations regarding waste disposal, which do not operate at home.  In many areas of Germany, it is compulsory 
to recycle glass, paper, batteries, etc.  Check out these regulations with your neighbours.

Once you have been told that you are an exchange student, there are things you can begin to do:

•  If you don’t have a passport, get one now!
•  You may need a copy of your birth certificate.  Make sure you have one!
•  Stock up on passport photos!
•  Apply for your European Health Insurance Card at www.ehic.ie
•  If going outside of the EU, familiarize yourself with visa requirements.
••  Investigate the different types of travel insurance available.  You are advised to have this, in case your property is lost or   
  damaged while abroad. If you are going on Work-Placement, you will need to provide the International Office with      
  evidence of indemnity insurance from your host employer, in the event of you being involved in a work-related accident.
•  Prepare a CV if you are considering seeking part-time work.
•  If studying in France, you will be required to prepare a statement of motivation (letter de motivation) as part of your     
  application.
••  Familiarize yourself with the host college. Talk to DkIT students who have already studied there or better still, meet     
  students from this college, who are currently studying in DkIT. Visit the website frequently. Read up about the institution,   
  its location, the programmes offered and the type of accommodation available.  Find out when the semester begins and ends,  
  it may be very different to our own. Some students in the past have assumed, incorrectly, that they would finish        
  examinations in May. The reality was that they were having examinations in July. When should international students     
    arrive?  Find out about orientation and language programmes, and the ECTS (European Credit Transfer System) Guide    
  published by each college. Most partner institutions provide a Factsheet with practical information on life in that       
  city/country.

The host college will contact you directly after they receive your application.  Respond to any queries they might have as a 
matter of urgency.  You may need to email or phone the host college yourself during the summer prior to your travelling. 

If you are studying in French, or Spanish, try to practice your language-skills in the Summer holidays before travelling.

The International Office at DkIT may need to contact you during the summer and throughout the year.  It is important that you 
provide us with your updated contact details, mobile number, and where possible, a personal email address as contingency.



When you need help

Whenever you have problems abroad, you can 
approach your lecturers in the host college or the staff 
in the International Office.  Nobody will know you 
need help, unless you ask for it.  Make sure your

lecturers know you.  
Ask when you do not understand.  Ask when you do not understand.  

The staff at DkIT will still be accessible to you while 
you are abroad.  E-mail us and/or phone us regularly.  
Let us know how you are getting on.  Do not let any 
problem develop.  Ask for help when you need it.

What will it all cost?

You will find that the cost of day-to-day living is lower in many of our EU partner countries, especially in Southern and Eastern 
Europe. Nonetheless, you will have additional costs, which will be incurred primarily through the cost of travel and the need to kit 
out your accommodation (duvets, pillows, sheets and kitchen necessities).  Your rent will likely be slightly less expensive than at 
home, as student accommodation is usually subsidised abroad.  It is also cheaper to eat local food than to try to re-create Irish 
dishes.

Most of our partner universities will provide you with general information relating to the cost of living in their area. Expect to Most of our partner universities will provide you with general information relating to the cost of living in their area. Expect to 
budget for between €7000 - €9000 for an academic year abroad. Spending will depend on your choice of college location, e.g capital 
city, social life preferences, and your decision to travel home, and/or go on holidays while abroad).

Student Grant
If you are already in receipt of a third-level grant, you can expect this funding to continue at the full rate while abroad, unless, of 
course, your financial circumstances have changed and you no longer qualify for a grant.  

Other Funding
Funding is available through the Erasmus Programme for student mobility to Erasmus Partner universities in Europe.  We are not Funding is available through the Erasmus Programme for student mobility to Erasmus Partner universities in Europe.  We are not 
advised about the size of the DkIT grant until early Summer each year.   It is important to note that DkIT can only distribute those 
funds it receives and must adhere strictly to the guidelines attached to such funding.  

Students must comply with all registration requirements at DkIT and return a signed and stamped Commencement of Study* form 
and any changes to your Learning Agreement* within 4 weeks of commencement at the host university in order to meet eligibility 
requirements for grant-receipt.  

Students studying outside of the EU do not qualify for EU funding. Students studying outside of the EU do not qualify for EU funding. 

We advise all students to apply for Erasmus funding.  To date, all participating students have received financial support. However, 
where limited funding is awarded, students will be means-tested to ensure funds are shared in a fair way.  All applications must 
therefore be accompanied by evidence of parental income and applications received after the closing date for receipt of applications 
will not be considered.

You will receive 80% of the Erasmus grant payment within 4-5 weeks of your arrival at the host college (subject to completion of 
documents to DkIT International Office). 

You will receive the balance (20%) on completion of your study, or traineeship abroad, on submission of an online narrative report You will receive the balance (20%) on completion of your study, or traineeship abroad, on submission of an online narrative report 
required by the EU, and a validated Completion of Study/Traineeship Certificate, provided by the partner college, or host industry.

Students studying abroad in the target language (French, or Spanish) are required to take an Erasmus Online Language Assessment 
(OLS) one month prior to travel, and one month post-Erasmus. The purpose of the test is so that you can measure and compare your 
language levels pre- and post-Erasmus study. 
Students who achieve grade B1, or less, in the language assessment pre-departure are invited to take an online language course Students who achieve grade B1, or less, in the language assessment pre-departure are invited to take an online language course 
while abroad. The course is free, and you are strongly encouraged to take it in your free time.



Personal Safety
Use your common sense regarding safety while abroad.  Do not travel alone late at night.  Do not wander around quiet, 
unfamiliar areas alone.  Do not carry more cash than you absolutely need to.  Credit or charge cards can be cancelled and 
replaced.  Make sure you lock your room or apartment when you leave it, even if you are just popping out for a few 
minutes.  

Look after your health.  Eat properly and regularly.  Take exercise. Go to the medical centre of the partner college if you Look after your health.  Eat properly and regularly.  Take exercise. Go to the medical centre of the partner college if you 
are feeling unwell.  

Don’t keep problems to yourself. If you are lonely or under pressure, let your friends, family or lecturers know.  Keep in 
touch with DkIT.  We will help you out whenever we can.

Academic Requirements
The European Credit Transfer System measures the workload of courses of study and grades awarded throughout The European Credit Transfer System measures the workload of courses of study and grades awarded throughout 
European universities. 1 ECTS credit equates with approximately 34 hours of input from a student (lectures, tutorials, 
study, teamwork, etc) on a given module. You already earn 60 ECTS credits annually in the School of Business & 
Humanities. Most of our modules are equal to 5 ECTS. You take 6 subjects per semester (6 x 5ECTS credits) = 30 
ECTS credits, and over the 2 semesters you achieve 60 ECTS credits!

Depending upon which programme you are following with us, the manner in which you achieve these 60 ECTS credits 
while abroad will vary.  

It is also worth noting that, in our partner universities, not all of the topics carry an equal quantity of ECTS (that is to say It is also worth noting that, in our partner universities, not all of the topics carry an equal quantity of ECTS (that is to say 
that they are not all equal to 5 ECTS). 

Students receive ECTS grades in examinations. These are letter grades, A –E and are a means of converting local grades 
to a standard European format. Local grades vary considerably. 

In France, grades are awarded on a scale from 1 –20, with 1 being the lowest possible score. Conversely in Germany, on 
a scale from 1 –6, grade 1 is the highest score.

Where partner universities use the ECTS system, you will receive both a local grade and an ECTS grade, which will be Where partner universities use the ECTS system, you will receive both a local grade and an ECTS grade, which will be 
converted to the Irish system back at the School of Business Studies on your return. 

Tutor
Mr. David Coggans is the Academic Coordinator for DkIT Business students abroad (E: david.coggans@dkit.ie).  David 
will assist you in your choice of modules for your Learning Agreement. and will expect you to keep in regular 
communication.  This ensures that you are always just an email away from professional advice at all times, during your 
study time abroad.

WorkloadWorkload
Your workload abroad may be greater than that which you are used to at home. Many of our host college students work 
longer days than Irish students do.  You may well have your first lecture of the day at 8.00am and your final lecture in 
the evenings.  Much of the material may be new to you and you will have to study it in greater detail than you might 
have been used to doing at home.  

For those of you taking a language, not all partner institutions provide formal language classes, although some 
institutions provide a crash course at the start of the semester. In other institutions, extensive language tuition is 
available.  available.  

In all cases, it is advisable for you to be prepared to take full responsibility for your own language learning during your 
semester abroad. There may be a Language Centre on campus which you can use.  The staff at the International Office 
in your host college will advise you. The French, or Spanish students may help you with their language in exchange for 
your help with their English. Get involved in college clubs and societies to meet people, and maximize your opportunity 
to speak the target language. Try opportunities like Volunteering and/or perhaps a part-time job so that you are as inte-
grated as much as possible in college life and the local culture.

Even if you are in a partner college, where you are studying through English, it will be useful if you have learned some 
of the local language in order to get around more easily, although most people in European partner countries speak 
English quite fluently. 

Most of our partner institutions will require you to attend at their International Welcome Days at the start of the semester.



Students studying abroad through English 
           You must achieve 60 ECTS Credits from the full year abroad. 
           This will be made up as follows:
           • 50 ECTS Credits of modules studied abroad
           • 10 ECTS Credits from the project which you write up (details set out below under “The    
            year abroad” short paper.)

Modules  that you will study abroadModules  that you will study abroad

The range of modules which you will study at our partner colleges will be similar, but not the same as what you 
would be studying at DkIT.

You will receive guidance on the choice of module from your Academic Coordinator prior to departure.  The choice You will receive guidance on the choice of module from your Academic Coordinator prior to departure.  The choice 
of modules need to be agreed in advance of going abroad and filled in on a Learning Agreement, (which contains the 
list of subjects and number of credits each module is worth. Your Academic Coordinator at DkIT needs to approve 
your module selection for your Learning Agreement. The Learning Ageements also needs the signatures of the 
Academic Coordinator of the partner college, This is important in order for you to gain academic credits.

If you need to make changes to your Learning Agreement upon arrival at the host college, you have a maximum of 4 If you need to make changes to your Learning Agreement upon arrival at the host college, you have a maximum of 4 
weeks on arrival to make any changes. You need to provide a copy of the changes to DkIT International Office while 
abroad, by email scan, or post.

Note: Your Erasmus Grant cannot be processed by DkIT until we have received a validated copy of any 
Changes to your Learning Agreement, along with your Certificate of Commencement of Study, validated by 
the partner college.

The Year Abroad Short Paper (10 ECTS)

You are required to prepare a short paper reflecting upon your experience of being abroad. This paper should be You are required to prepare a short paper reflecting upon your experience of being abroad. This paper should be 
approximately 2,000 words in length and incorporate multimedia elements (these could include, but are not limited to 
elements such as the creation of a video clip, digital imagery, graphics etc.) that will lend visual impact to your 
written project and will inspire and share your study abroad story with future students who may be considering 
Erasmus study abroad.

Submission Date: 01st September following your return to Ireland. The video element of your project should be 
saved as a .wmv file, or .mp4 file.

The paper should reflect upon the experience as a whole, from both the academic and the social perspective. Were The paper should reflect upon the experience as a whole, from both the academic and the social perspective. Were 
there differences in the way you were taught in the host college, how does it compare to your experience at DkIT? 
Socially, did you feel integrated with others in your class, your room-mates, and generally when you were 
socializing?

• Was the entire experience what you expected, what was different, what was disappointing for you (if anything).  
How could it be improved?

•• What advice would you have for others coming after you to this partner college?  What they should know about, 
where to get accommodation, where to shop, any administration details that you found difficult to deal with, any 
others items of interest can be included here.

• Would you recommend the year abroad? Give reasons for your thoughts.

It is suggested that you do not leave the compilation of this paper until the very end of your stay abroad, rather it 
might be a good idea to keep a diary through the year. This then can be used to write up your paper. Your tutor, 
David Coggans, is available to advise you.
You will be required to make an oral presentation of your paper for evaluation, to your Academic Coordinator on You will be required to make an oral presentation of your paper for evaluation, to your Academic Coordinator on 
your return to the Institute, in Week 2 of September.

The International Office also requires you to share material used in your paper, to promote the Erasmus programme. 
Examples of materials include narrative extracts, quotations, photos, video clips that may be used by DkIT in its 
publicity materials to promote the Erasmus programme.

Keeping Contact

The importance of this activity cannot be over-stressed. Not adhering to the requirement to maintain regular contact The importance of this activity cannot be over-stressed. Not adhering to the requirement to maintain regular contact 
will result not only in you not achieving the grading allocated to this activity, but more importantly you may begin to 
drift away from the path of best practice, thus jeopardising the quality of your work for DkIT. As soon as you get 
yourself organised abroad, but not later than 2 weeks after arriving, make contact with your DkIT Academic 
Coordinator, and maintain contact with DkIT International Office if you need general assistance.



STUDENTS TAKING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE AT DKIT AND WHO ARE AWAY FOR AN ACADEMIC YEAR:

You must achieve 60 ECTS credits for your year abroad. This will be made up as follows:

• 20 ECTS credits from the Modules that you study in French, or Spanish in the partner college; 
• 20 ECTS credits from a Research Project for DkIT; 
• 20 ECTS credits from an e-Portfolio (or Journal) for DkIT.

Modules that you will study abroad (20 ECTS)

The range of modules which you will study abroad will be similar, but not the same as what you would be studying at DkIT.The range of modules which you will study abroad will be similar, but not the same as what you would be studying at DkIT.

You will receive guidance on the choice of module from your Academic Coordinator prior to departure.  You can also consult You will receive guidance on the choice of module from your Academic Coordinator prior to departure.  You can also consult 
with your French or Spanish Lecturer, if you need linguistic support when choosing modules. The choice of modules need to be 
agreed in advance of going abroad and filled in on a Learning Agreement, (which contains the list of modules and number of 
credits each module is worth. Your Academic Coordinator at DkIT needs to approve your module selection for your Learning 
Agreement. The Learning Ageements also needs the signatures of the Academic Coordinator of the partner college. This is 
important in order for you to gain academic credits.

If you need to make changes to your Learning Agreement upon arrival at the host college, you have a maximum of 4 weeks on If you need to make changes to your Learning Agreement upon arrival at the host college, you have a maximum of 4 weeks on 
arrival to make any changes. You need to provide a copy of the changes to DkIT International Office while abroad, by email scan, 
or post.

Note: Your Erasmus Grant cannot be processed by DkIT until we have received a validated copy of any Changes to your 
Learning Agreement, along with your Certificate of Commencement of Study, validated by the partner college.

The Research Project (20 ECTS)

This Project is important to your time abroad, and therefore the guidelines detailed below must be studied and adhered to. The This Project is important to your time abroad, and therefore the guidelines detailed below must be studied and adhered to. The 
choice of topic to research is yours, however suggestions can be given by your DkIT Academic Coordinator. The key requirement 
is that the work undertaken must be such that it could not be done from an Irish base, that is to say, it must reflect clearly the fact 
that you spent time abroad. 

Your attention is drawn to the rules governing plagiarism currently in operation at DKIT.   
http://ww2.dkit.ie/about_dkit/documents_and_policies







Fail (Less than 40%)
Inadequate use of primary/secondary research
Absence of clear understanding/application 
of material
Material presented in 
incoherent/unprofessional manner

Pass (40-49%)Pass (40-49%)
Use of primary and secondary sources of 
research
Demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the 
material
Can present material in a logical and coherent 
manner
Can show theoretical explanations for Can show theoretical explanations for 
observed phenomena and/or behaviours
Can apply material in a general manner.

Honours 2.2  (50-59%)
The above plus:
Significant primary/secondary research
Can integrate material in a coherent manner
Familiarity with different theoretical 
explanations
Can apply material to specific situationsCan apply material to specific situations

Honours 2.1  60-69%
The above plus:
Evidence of extensive primary/secondary 
research
Thorough grasp of literature/secondary data 
and its integration with the primary research
Can apply research to specific area of Can apply research to specific area of 
investigation with clear understanding of 
limitations
Can show evidence of a capacity to 
comprehensively appraise material.

Honours 1  70% plus
The above plus:
Outstanding research contributionOutstanding research contribution
Excellence in design, execution and analysis 
of research methodologies
Application of material in a strategic manner 
to develop new solutions



LANGUAGE MODULE

For Students studying abroad in FRENCH

Academic year 2017-2018
The Language module of your year abroad is worth 20 ECTS and is broken down into two parts:

A.        E-Portfolio    50%
B.   Final Presentation and Interview  50%
  
A.    E-Portfolio

What is an E-Portfolio?

Your e-portfolio can be broadly defined as a place where you can record and reflect on your experiences.  It includes Your e-portfolio can be broadly defined as a place where you can record and reflect on your experiences.  It includes 
mainly text, but also pictures, photos, and/or video. Your e-portfolio will be a learning journal, written in French, 
where you can record things that happen during your stay abroad - be they personal or social, academic, linguistic, or 
cultural – your reaction to them, and what you have learned from those experiences.  Your e-portfolio will not be 
compiled in one attempt, but will be created on an ongoing basis throughout the duration of your year abroad.  
 
What does it involve?

While creating the e-portfolio is an ongoing task throughout the academic year, you will be expected to email Word While creating the e-portfolio is an ongoing task throughout the academic year, you will be expected to email Word 
documents to your tutor in 5 submissions of at least 1,000 words each on specified dates in the course of the year 
abroad. Your Tutor will correct them and return them to you with feedback and you can then upload them to your 
e-portfolio.

What should I write about and how much?

During your stay abroad, you will continually experience things which are new, exciting, amusing or challenging, and 
many which you may find strange, puzzling, annoying, frustrating, difficult, etc.   

To help you focus on material for your e-portfolio, and to help you get the most from your year abroad, you are asked To help you focus on material for your e-portfolio, and to help you get the most from your year abroad, you are asked 
to make your entries under the following headings:

(a)  Social and personal
(b) Academic (including research project)
(c ) Language
(d)  Cultural
(e)  Specified themes

You will be expected to write at least 200 words under each of the above headings. You will then submit this “report” You will be expected to write at least 200 words under each of the above headings. You will then submit this “report” 
of at least 1,000 words to your supervisor on regular dates as set out by your tutor. The same structure should be 
followed for each of your five “reports”, the only exception being the first report in which you will not be required to 
write on a specific theme.  Your first report must nevertheless be of at least 1,000 words in length, which means that 
you will have to write at least 250 words under headings (a), (b), (c) and (d).

When do I have to submit my e-portfolio?

You will be expected to submit material to your Tutor, Ms. Mary Kennedy, according to the following schedule:You will be expected to submit material to your Tutor, Ms. Mary Kennedy, according to the following schedule:

Submission Dates:                                Specified Themes:
Friday, 27th October 2017                        None
Friday, 24th November 2017                    Le Cout de la vie d’etudiant
Friday, 26th January 2018                        Les Fetes et les Festivals
Friday, 09th March 2018         Les Habitudes alimentaires
Friday, 27th April 2018         Les Habitudes et les coutumes des Francais 



What kind of material is expected under each heading?

The following is a series of suggestions for material which you could include under each heading.  You will not be able to address all 
of the topics listed below in each “report”, but could do so over the course of the year. 

(1) La vie sociale et personelle
  Your living environment
  Daily routine
    Integration
  Friendships/relationships
  Interpersonal conflicts
  Entertainment
 
(2) La vie scolaire
  Description of the partner college environment
    Classes
  Subjects
  Lectures
  Fellow students
  Administrative aspects (e.g. getting student card, library card, etc.)
  Technology
  Group work/continuous assessment
    Examinations
  Host institution v. DkIT

(3) La Langue Francaise
  Listening: are you able to understand (everyday conversation, lectures, etc.)?
  Speaking: do others understand you?
  Confidence
  Which aspects of foreign language do you find easiest?
    What do you find most challenging?
  Your language development: accent, pronunciation, vocabulary, note-taking etc.
 
 
(4) La Culture
    In each of the five reports, you will be expected to report on a visit to a cultural site or event.  These can include a visit to a     
  museum or art gallery, a sightseeing tour, a visit to the cinema to see a film (not a foreign one), to the theatre, to a concert or     
  other local musical event.  

  In addition, you could write about cultural experiences, such as a meal with local students, or a visit to a local restaurant.  You    
  could also include under this heading your observations and experiences of everyday behaviour, which you consider to be 
  culturally ‘different’.



(5) Specified themes guide

Survey on the cost of student life
What is the cost of food, drink, accommodation, transport, entertainment, and clothing?
How does it compare to the cost of living as a student in Dundalk?

Festivals and celebrations
How are Christmas and New Year celebrated in France?
What local festivals have there been since your arrival?What local festivals have there been since your arrival?
How do people celebrate birthdays?
What other types of celebrations are there?  

Eating and drinking

Habits and customs in France (references to politeness / formality / courtesy).

What format should the e-portfolio be in?

Each instalment shold take the form of a Word document and sent as an attachment to Mary Each instalment shold take the form of a Word document and sent as an attachment to Mary 
Kennedy (e:mary.kennedy@dkit.ie) on the dates above. Please include the following in each 
instalment of your journal:

• A title-page with your name, the date and the number of pages
• Double-spacing
• Times New Roman font 14
• Pages Numbering

What benefits will I get from creating an e-portofolio?What benefits will I get from creating an e-portofolio?

• It will encourage you to ask questions and think critically.
• It will encourage you to discover things about yourself and the world around you.
• It will encourage you to reflect on, and learn from things that happen. 
• It will help you to tackle problems from a different perspective.
• It will help you to deal with your reactions to things that happen around you. 
 It will make you more aware of how you learn, will help you to appreciate own       
  strengths and thereby develop good learning strategies.
• It will assist language fluency as you will be writing freely about things from       
    your everyday experience.



B.  Final presentation and interview

On your return to Ireland, you will make a presentation in May, or September (pre-
agreed with your Tutor, Mary Kennedy), in the target language, to academic staff, in 
which you will evaluate your experience in the host country. This will be followed by 
a question and answer session on aspects of your year abroad.  The presentation and 
interview will be of 30 minutes duration.

Your e-portfolio will be marked according to the following four criteria:

1. Layout and structure:
• Is the student’s work laid out clearly in paragraphs, with a clear beginning, middle  
 and end? 
• Is the information presented logically, or does the student jump from one idea to the  
 next and back again?
•• Does the student clearly introduce new ideas with little phrases such as ‘en ce qui  
 concerne.’ or does he or she just launch into new ideas? 
• Does the student make links between ideas by using little phrases such as ‘en plus’  
 or ‘par contre’?

2. Fluency and content  

• Does the student succeed in communicating his/her ideas in a clear, natural and   
 easy-to understand way?
•• Or does reading the student’s work place strain on the reader, requiring her to re-   
 read sentences several times to make sense of them? 
• Does the student avoid translating directly from English and try to use more French  
 idiom?
• Does the student create a real picture of life as a student in France with interesting  
 comments and observations?
•• Does the student, in addition to describing life in France, make comparisons with   
 Ireland?
• Does the student reflect on and analyse his or her progress in French? Does he/she  
 describe what strategies he or she uses to learn French? 
• Does the student reflect on how he or she feels about his/her experiences in France?

3. Complexity of language: 

• Does the student use a wide range of vocabulary? 
•• Does he or she use new phrases and expressions learned in France?
• Does the student vary the expressions used or does he or she repeat the same     
 phrases or start most sentences with ‘je’?
• Does the student use an appropriate level of language e.g. not too much slang?
• Does the student write short simple sentences or does he or she try to use more    
 complex French (e.g. the passive voice, the subjunctive, or relative clauses)? 

4. Grammar

•• Is the gender of each noun right? (You can look them up in a dictionary)
• Does the student use the tenses correctly? Ask yourself if you’ve used the right    
 tense in each sentence. 
• Do the adjectives agree with the noun e.g. les grandes villes, ‘la langue française’
• Are the articles right?  e.g. le, la, les, un, une, des, du,  de la,
• Are the verb endings correct and do they agree with the subject of the verb eg il   
 vient, nous sommes allés
•• Are the accents correct, especially in the passé composé eg. ‘je suis allé’



A word of warning ….What NOT to do in your e-portfolio…

Do not ask a French person to correct your e-portfolio!

This needs to be fully your own work. While you should try as much as possible to reduce the amount of mistakes you make, it is part 
of the learning process to make mistakes. Mistakes can be a positive thing, as they show the areas you need to improve and allow you 
to measure your progress in the language.

However, if you ask a French person to correct your work, you deny yourself the valuable opportunity of learning from your own However, if you ask a French person to correct your work, you deny yourself the valuable opportunity of learning from your own 
mistakes, and in the long term you mightn’t improve your written French to the same extent. The French person helping you will 
probably simply correct your mistakes without commenting on them, but won’t point out areas you need to work on, or make 
comments on the strengths and weaknesses of your writing skills. 

To help you write your reflective journal, ask yourself the three following questions and then answer them in your journal:

What happened?
Qu’est-ce qui c’est passé?

How do I feel about it?How do I feel about it?
Qu’est-ce que j’ai ressenti?

What did I learn?
Qu’est-ce que j’ai appris?
Resumé des activités dans les cours (de Français)

What did I learn? 

J’ai appris…
En plus, j’ai amélioré…

J’ai l’impression que …
Ma compréhension, ma prononciation, mon français écrit/oral…
Il me semble que j’ai fait des progrès en …
Cependant, je l’ai trouvé difficile de comprendre ….Cependant, je l’ai trouvé difficile de comprendre ….
J’avais des difficultés en …
Pour conclure …

What happened? 

La semaine dernière /Depuis la rentrée/on a fait 
plusieurs activités dans les cours de français/de 
marketing.
D’abord, on a travaillé sur… 
On a abordé un nouveau theme…
On a terminé…On a terminé…
Il s’agit de…
C’est au sujet de… 
C’est une question de…

Ensuite, on a étudié…
Puis, on a appris…
On a revisé…
Chaque étudiant s’est présenté…Chaque étudiant s’est présenté…
On a fait…/ Le prof a fait…
On a écouté/ On a écrit…
On a parlé de…/On a discuté de…
On a lu…
On a exposé
Au laboratoire de langues, on a fait des jeux de Au laboratoire de langues, on a fait des jeux de 
rôle avec un partenaire. Moi, j’ai joué le rôle de 
…. Je me suis enregisté(e) et après j’ai écouté ce 
que j’avais dit. C’était …….!
Finalement, on a visionné un clip vidéo

How do I feel about it? 

Je trouve que le laboratoire est ……….. 
Le problème, c’est que…
Personnellement, j’ai aimé/ je n’ai pas aimé….
Ce que j’aime le plus, c’est …
Ce qui m’a plu, c’était…
Ce qui ne m’a pas plu, c’était …Ce qui ne m’a pas plu, c’était …
J’ai fait des progrès en …
Il me semble que …
Je déteste ……
La grammaire ne me plait pas trop 
J’ai trouvé…



STUDIES ABROAD PROGRAMME
LANGUAGE MODULE

For Students studying abroad in SPANISH

STUDENT INFORMATION

Academic year 2017-2018

 
OverviewOverview

The Language Module of your year abroad is worth 20 ECTS and consists of two parts:

A. Journal      50%
C. Final Presentation and Interview  50%
 
A.   Journal

What is a journal?

There are various types of journals, but a journal can be broadly defined as a place where you can record and reflect on your expeThere are various types of journals, but a journal can be broadly defined as a place where you can record and reflect on your expe-
riences.  Your journal will be a learning journal, written in a foreign language, where you can record things that happen during 
your stay abroad - be they personal or social, academic, linguistic, or cultural – your reaction to them, and what you have learned 
from those experiences.  Your journal will not be compiled in one attempt, but will be created on an ongoing basis throughout the 
duration of your year abroad.  

What does it involve?

While keeping the journal is an ongoing task throughout the academic year, you will be expected to email material to your tutor in 
5 submissions of at least 1,000 words each on specified dates in the course of the year abroad (see schedule below).  

What should I write about and how much?

During your stay abroad, you will continually experience things which are new, exciting, amusing or challenging, and many which 
you may find strange, puzzling, annoying, frustrating, difficult, etc.   To help you focus on material for your journal, and to help 
you get the most from your year abroad, you are asked to make your entries under the following headings:

(a) social and personal 
(b)(b) academic (including research project) 
(c) language 
(d) cultural 
(e) specified themes

You will be expected to write at least 200 words under each of the above headings. You will then submit this “report” of at least You will be expected to write at least 200 words under each of the above headings. You will then submit this “report” of at least 
1,000 words to your supervisor on the dates indicated below.  The same structure should be followed for each of your five 
“reports”, the only exception being the first report in which you will not be required to write on a specific theme.  Your first report 
must nevertheless be of at least 1,000 words in length, which means that you will have to write at least 250 words under headings 
(a), (b), (c) and (d).

When do I have to submit journal material?

You will be expected to submit material to your tutor according to the following schedule:

    Submission    Submission  To be received by your Tutor by:
 1  Friday, 3rd November 2017
 2  Friday, 1st December 2017
 3  Friday, 26th January 2018
 4  Friday, 9th March 2018
 5  Friday, 27th April 2018



What kind of feedback will I receive?

Your supervisor, Marie King (e: marie.king@dkit.ie), will send you back your corrected journal, explaining its strengths and 
weaknesses, and giving advice on how you can improve.

What kind of material is expected under each heading?

The following is a series of suggestions for material which you could include under each heading.  You will not be able to address all 
of the topics listed below in each “report”, but could do so over the course of the year. 

(1)(1) La vida social y personal

  Your living environment
  Daily routine
  Integration
  Friendships /relationships
  Interpersonal conflicts
  Entertainment
  
(2) La vida académica

  Description of the University environment
  Classes
  Subjects
  Lectures
  Fellow students
    Administrative aspects (e.g. getting student card/library card, etc.)
  Technology
  Group work/continuous assessment
  Examinations
  Host institution v. DKIT
  Progress report on business project

(3) El idioma español

    Listening: are you able to understand (everyday conversation, lectures, etc.)?
  Speaking: do others understand you?
  Confidence
  What do you do well in Spanish?
  What do you find most challenging?
  Your language development: accent, pronunciation, vocabulary, etc.
  Note-taking in lectures
    What strategies do you use to help your learn Spanish?
  (e.g. Do you borrow Spanish students’ notes? Do you keep a vocabulary notebook and record new words and phrases? 
  Do you seek out Spanish people to practise speaking with every day? Do you watch Spanish TV, etc.?)
 
(4) La cultura

    In each of the five reports, you will be expected to report on a visit to a cultural site or event.  These can include a visit to a     
  museum or art gallery, a sightseeing tour, a visit to the cinema to see a film (not a foreign one), to the theatre, to a concert or     
  other local musical event.  

  In addition, you could write about such cultural experiences as a meal with local students, or a visit to a local restaurant.  You    
  could also include under this heading your observations and experiences of everyday behaviour which you consider to be      
  culturally ‘different’.

(5) Specified Themes

Report Report  Date    Specified Theme
1    03/11/2017 None
2    01/12/2017 El costo de la vida estudiantil
          What is the cost of food, drink, accommodation, transport, entertainment and clothing?
          How does it compare to the cost of living as a student in Dundalk ?
3    26/01/2018 Festivales y fiestas
          How are Christmas and New Year celebrated in Spain?
                    What local festivals have there been since your arrival?
          How do people celebrate birthdays?
          What other types of celebrations are there?  
4    09/03/2018 La comida y la bebida (food and drink)
5    27/04/2018 Los hábitos y costumbres de los españoles 
          Formal and informal communication, habits of politeness. How do Spanish people speak to each other? What    
          cultural differences can you notice with your own culture?

 



What format should the journal be in?

Each instalment should take the form of a Word document and be sent as an attachment to marie.king@dkit.ie on the above dates. 
Please include the following in each instalment of your journal:

• A title page with your name, the date and the number of pages
• Double-spacing
• Page numbering

What benefits will I get from keeping a journal?What benefits will I get from keeping a journal?

• It will encourage you to ask questions and think critically.
• It will encourage you to discover things about yourself and the world around you.
• It will encourage you to reflect on, and consequently learn from, things that happen around you.  
• It will help you to deal with your reactions to things that happen around you. 
• It will make you more aware of how you learn, will help you to appreciate own strengths and thereby develop good learning 
 strategies.
•• It will assist language fluency as you will be writing freely about things from your everyday experience, which will, in turn, give    
 you confidence in your ability to write.
• It is a means of improving your written Spanish. The reason we stress this aspect of the journal is that we have found over the   
 years that students wo return from the year abroad usually have worse written Spanish at the end of their year abroad than  
 at the beginning. In other words, strange though it might seem, their written Spanish tends to deteriorate while they are    
 abroad. The journal is therefore designed to address this problem. 



B.  Final presentation and interview

On your return to Ireland, you will make a PowerPoint presentation in Spanish, in the first week of September 2018, to academic 
staff, in which you will evaluate your experience in the host country. This will be followed by a question and answer session on 
aspects of your year abroad.  The presentation and interview will be of 30 minutes duration.

Marking scheme

Your journals will be marked according to the following four criteria:

1.1. Layout and structure

• Is the student’s work laid out clearly in paragraphs, with a clear beginning, middle and end?
• Is the information presented logically or does the student jump from one idea to the next and back again?
• Does the student clearly introduce new ideas with little phrases such as ‘en primer lugar’, ‘en segundo lugar’, or does he or she just  
 launch into new ideas?
• Does the student make links between ideas by using little phrases such as ‘además’, ‘por consiguiente’, or ‘en contraste’.

2. Fluency and content

•• Does the student succeed in communicating his/her ideas in a clear, natural way that is easy to understand?
• Does reading the student’s work place strain on the reader, requiring him or her to re-read sentences several times to make sense of   
 them?
• Does the student avoid translating directly from English and try to use more Spanish idioms?
• Does the student create a real picture of life as a student in Spain with interesting comments and observations?
• Does the student, in addition to describing life in Spain, make comparisons with Ireland?
•• Does the student reflect on and analyse his or her progress in Spanish? Does he/she describe the strategies he or she uses to learn ̀  
 Spanish?
• Does the student reflect on how he or she feels about his/her experiences in Spain?

3. Complexity of language

• Does the student use wide range of vocabulary?
• Does he or she use new phrases and expressions learned in Spain?
• Does the student vary the expressions used or does he or she repeat the same phrases?
•• Does the student use an appropriate level of language e.g. not too much slang?
• Does the student write short simple sentences or does he or she try to use more complex Spanish (e.g. the passive voice, the 
 subjunctive, or relative clauses?)

4. Grammar

• Is the gender of each noun right? 
• Does the student use the tenses correctly? 
• Do the adjectives agree with the noun? (e.g. las casas grandes, las botas negras)
•• Are the articles right? (e.g. el, la, los, las)
• Are the verb endings correct and do they agree with the subject of the verb e.g. ellos van al teatro, ella ha ido a la tienda.
• Are the accents used correctly?


